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It was disheartening to learn, late this summer, that Fred Zell, AVA #446, of Philadelphia,
had died on August 2 . Fred was retired from the Philadelphia Transportation Company, and
was an active and avid numismatist . He was always anxious to do things for other collectors,
and often, without warning, he'd send you some tokens without asking anything in return . He
was one of the nicest people it has been my pleasure to know, and his passing leaves a void
in the lives of all who knew him .

	

October 3, at 6 :00 p . m . The Chicago Convention, and a long interesting summer hav-
ing come and gone, we return to the transportation token hobby with renewed vigor and inter-
est. We come to you with a large issue, one of our best I believe, to make up for the long
time since the August issue . A few days later than usual, but I hope to bring out an October
issue about the 25th, so make the deadline for the next issue by October 21 for ads and arti-
cles-and the more the better! As usual we need good publishable material .

We are pleased to announce that the recipient of "The Fare Box Literary Award" for
1972 was Donald Punshon of Chicago, for his splendid job of investigation realized in the art-
icle "The Plaster Doctor of Somerset" published in the March 1972 issue . The presentation
was announced at the banquet at the Chicago Convention, and the award, though modest and
simple, is nevertheless always interesting . This year it consists of the silver Chicago --OVA
tour token, with a heavy 25 carat gold plating on it . Usually the award is a silver example of
the tour token, but as the tour token was already silver this year, we had to go a step further .
It is a very beautiful token . It will be encased in a suitably inscribed Capital Plastic holder,
and sent to Don .

The Editor did a large amount of travelling this summer, nearly all by Amtrak. Some
of the trains are considerably better than others . The "Broadway Limited" from Chicago to
New York has some of the best equipment on rails, including a real observation car, and a
lounge equipped with four color TV sets! The "San Francisco Zephyr" -- formerly known as
the "City of San Francisco" -- was an excellent train, although between Denver and Chicago it
roars along so fast it's virtually impossible to get to sleep . Next issue I'll have more to say
about my trip this summer .

Volume 26, Number 9 SEPTEMBER, 1972 Our 303rd Issue

FREDERICK C . ZELL
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= THE PRESIDENT'S COLUMN =

For my comments this time it seems appropriate to review a few accomplishments of
the past twelve months . For a beginning maybe these messages themselves should be
cited . We have tried to share a new idea with our members almost every month, rather
than to report only occasionally . Another old-time practice we have brought back is
to send a simple welcome letter to each new member soon after he joins .

Strictly new projects have included the Life Membership Certificates and now the
recent Emblem Decals . Another new step was the establishment of a Tribute Fund, to
receive small cash donations from me ::ibers either in honor of some fellow member or in
memory of one who has gone to his final rest . Acknowledgment cards have been printed
to facilitate proper notifications on each contribution . By convention time this
fund had grown to nearly one hundred dollars, with more payments being received fre-
quently by our treasurer . The ultimate use of the Fund will probably to towards our
publication efforts, as determined by the Executive Board . In the near future a recap
will be printed here, listing the contributors and those remembered, but definitely
without any dollar amounts shown .

For club betterment we instituted two by-law changes, with two more soon to be
considered . After several past attempts our election schedule was changed to a two-
year tern, with neither the president or vice-president being eligible for immediate
reelection . At the same time, the office of curator was made appointive, just as the
editor always has been . Also no person will be permitted to hold more than one office
at a time on our seven-man Board .

In the works are a new edition of Feisel's Parking Token catalogue, plus an ex-
pected printed supplement to the Third Edition of Atwood's Catalogue . Still hoped for
is a reprint volume of Fare Box articles over these many years . All together things
have gone along nicely, just as we surely hope they also will in the twelve months
to come .

- RobeAt Pf. R.i ttexband

= A CALL FOR FUTURE CONVENTIONS =

Under present policy, A .V .A . convention sites are designated several years ahead .
Next year we will definitely gather in Denver . For the year after that, the Executive
Board has received a bid from Minneapolis, and from Southern California for 1975 . By
a decision reached during the Chicago deliberations, the Board will continue briefly
to welcome any bids for these two years (1974,1975) from other clubs or cities . All
interested are invited to submit written proposals to either the president or the
secretary no later than November 1 of this year, after which the official selections
will be made .

- Robert M . R.i tte'tand

= DELAWARE VALLEY VECTURIST ASSOCIATION =
By Leonard H. Paul

The DVVA had a meeting Sunday, June 4, 1972, in Joe Pernicano's office in Fort
Washington, Pa . A grand total of 4 attended : Joe Pernicano, of course, he had the
key to the meeting 'pladeft Hank Hiorth, Dan DiMichael, and Leonard Paul . The usual
token gabfest ensued with swapping and selling which is only natural for token buffs .
Dan DiMichael brought along a few of his census tokens so the rest of us could eat
our hearts out and wonder how he could be so lucky . Actually it's Dan's access to
knowledge of sources not available to the rest of us . This unorganized organization
with no ifficers and no dues welcomes anyone who wants to attend . Meetings are open
and very informal . Next meeting : Sunday, October 1, again in Pernicano's office in
Fort Washington, Pa ., about 1 p .m. We also have some sad news : one of our members,
Fred Zell, passed away August 2, of a heart attack . We will miss our friend Fred .

-September 1972-
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= THE 1972 ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE AMERICAN VECTURIST ASSOCIATION =

minwtea ob the meeting

The business session was called to order at 9 :45 a .m. in the Sheraton Room of
the Sheraton-Blackstone Hotel in Chicago, Illinois, on Saturday, August 12, 1972, by
President Robert M. Ritterband . The meeting was turned over to Joel Reznick, Conven-
tion Chairman, who welcomed the members to Chicago . Members present were :

Allis, Atkins, Barnett, Barth, Brady, Bolz, Clymer, Coffee, Coney, Crockett,
W . Davis, DiMichael, Feisel, H . Ford, Freeman, Frisbee, Gibbons, Hakes, Hinde, Joseph,
R . Kelley, Kloida, Klugman, Koenig, Kurtz, Laflin, Mandel, Max , Mazeau, Mehnert,
Mondykowski, Mueller, R . Olsen, Punshon, Redies, Reznick, Ritterband, Schmalgemeier,
Skoglund, Symons, Vacketta, Watson, Zaika .

President Ritterband asked for a motion to accept the minutes of the last con-
vention as published in the September 1971 FARE BOX . Motion was presented and passed
unanimously . Mr . Frisbee then read the Treasurer's report, which was submitted to an
Audit Committee appointed by Mr . Ritterband, consisting of Frank Brady and Ralph
Hinde .

The Editor's report was presented by John Coffee and handed on to the Audit Com-
mittee . Mr . Coffee then read the report of the Catalogue Committee, adding that
1,800 copies of the book have been sold to date, and some 1,150 remain on hand . He
also announced that a companion volume, a three-year supplement, would be started in
January, consisting of about 100 pages buckram-bound, containing all new listings
for 1970,1971,1972, plus other information and lots of photographs . Delivery by
June, 1973, to members . Copies will also be available loose-leaf .

Mr . Feisel gave the Curator's report stating that all material has now been de-
livered from the previous curator . A few minor items could not be accounted for, and
to prevent a recurrence of this problem a detailed list of items is being prepared as
well as a complete job description of the duties of the Curator . Mr. Feisel stated
he would begin to assemble a complete set of back issues of THE FARE BOX which the
association does not have . All publications and catalogues will be included as well
as all tour tokens, official convention photos, personal tokens of members, medals,
etc . Mr . Feisel requested an appropriation of an amount not to exceed $100 to start
the project . President Ritterband appointed a Resolutions Committee consisting of
Laflin, Zaika, and Clymer, to study the proposal and report to the afternoon session .

Mr . Feisel also reported that several months' work has already been completed on
the 2nd edition of the parking token catalogue . It is planned to submit copy to the
printer in September and expected delivery is in late December .

The Secretary's report was ready, and presented by Donald Mazeau, who announced
that for the first time in AVA history the net membership had shown a drop from the
previous year . The decrease amounted to 2% and at present the rolls total 604 mem-
bers, 74 of whom are life members, 7 junior, 3 club, with 2 applications pending .
Two members are also scheduled for reinstatement next month . Mr . Mazeau also ex-
pressed his deep gratitude to Bob and Anna Butler for the fine job they had again
done in preparing the latest membership roster . He asked that the Resolutions Com-
mittee consider an appropriate resolution .

The Foreign Catalogue report prepared by Ken Smith was ready, and read by Mr .
Ritterband . It stated that the project was still in the red but that if every AVA
member who did not now have one would purchase his foreign catalogue, it would break
even . Plans for a revised catalogue are a long way off, but Mr . Smith stated that a
revised catalogue format, or perhaps a group of specialized catalogues extracted from
the present volume, would be a more profitable venture . Mr . Feisel spoke to the re-
port and felt that the suggestions had merit . He stated that if the present Atwood
Catalogue could be broken into several volumes, for instance, Atwood's Catalogue of
Ferry Tokens, compiled as extracted from the regular Atwood Catalogue, it might ap-
peal to those collectors who specialize in ferry tokens .

Mr . Ritterband presented the President's report . He announced that the Life
Membership Certificate Project had been completed, that each new member had received
a welcoming letter, and that the new AVA Seal Decals were now available . He also
called for more invitations from regional groups for AVA conventions so that final
decisions could be made by the Executive Board . Deadline for decisions for 1974 and
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1975 will be November 1, 1972 . Mr. Ritterband also announced that the Tribute Fund
now stood at $92 .70 . Greetings which had been received by telephone, telegram, and
mail, were read and all members stood for a moment of silence in respect for those
members who had died since the last meeting .

The call for new business brought responses from Hinde, Mazeau, and Ritterband .
Mr . Mazeau proposed that the Constitution & By-Laws be updated to modern think-

ing and that Article III, Sections 2 and 4 be changed to read "eighteen years of age,"
instead of the present "twenty-one years of age ." Mr . Laflin spoke to the proposal,
stating that a person of only 18 might not be ready to accept the responsibilities of
regular membership . Mr. Mazeau replied that there were people 60 years old who prob-
ably were not ready to accept the responsibilities of regular membership, but as only
7 members now hold junior status and the number of these 7 who would be affected was
uncertain, the effect on the Association could only be minimal . The matter was re-
ferred to the Resolutions Committee .

Mr . Ritterband proposed that Article VII, Section 2, be changed to read "Such
nominations may be made by any member in good standing after obtaining permission of
the person being nominated and determined that at the time the nominations was made it
was the intention of the nominee to accept ." Mr . Ritterband felt that this require-
ment would eliminate the long list of "declined" nominees listed in THE FARE BOX, a
situation which demeans the Association . Mr . Crockett spoke to the proposal, feeling
it would be impossible to police and would still not eliminate the problem . The mat-
ter was referred to the Resolutions Committee .

Mr. Hinde proposed that it be incorporated within the Constitution & By-Laws as
an amendment, to the effect that the financial obligations of all future conventions
be assumed by the Association and that all profits, if any, be retained by the Asso-
ciation . Considerable discussions followed concerning "written obligation" and "moral
obligations" and the possibility of a flayboyant convention chairman incurring exces-
sive and unreasonable expenses on behalf of the Association . Mr . Hinde felt this un-
likely and felt that, should it occur, the by-laws already made pr-visions for bring-
Ing charges against such a person . Mr . Hinde felt that a better convention which
would attract more members could be had if the chairman knew the funds he was using
came from the Association and were not his personal obligation, as at present . The
matter was referred to the Resolutions Committee .

The morning session was adjourned at 11 :25 a .m.

The afternoon session was called to order at 1 :00 p .m, and President Ritterband
immediately called for the report of the Audit Committee, which brought forth the re-
sponse of Mr . Brady that all books were found to be in order . Mr . Feisel spoke to
the item marked deficit, and Mr . Bolz questioned the disposition of certain funds .
The questions were answered and the report of the Audit Committee was accepted by the
Convention .

Mr . Laflin, reporting for the Resolutions Committee, recommended that the Con-
vention officially give their thanks to the following members :

1 . Joel Reznick and Grant Schmalgemeier, for their efforts which had made the
1972 Convention such a success .

2 . Bob and Anna Butler, for the outstanding work realized in preparation of the
1972 Membership Roster .

3 . John Coffee, for his tireless efforts in preparation of THE FARE GOX .

4 . Larry Freeman, for his donation and his willingness to handle the annual

The resolutions were passed unanimously by the Convention .
Continuing his report, Mr . Laflin stated that it was the recommendation of the

members of his committee that the proposed by-law changes be acted upon as follows :
1 . That the Mazeau amendment be accepted as stated and that any person 18

years of age or older be admitted to Regular Membership .

auction dutes .
5 . Ore Vacketta, for the fine medal he had presented to all those assembled .

6 . Bob Ritterband, Toby Frisbee, and Don Mazeau, for their innovations and
years of faithful service in the betterment of the Association .
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2 . That the Ritterband amendment be accepted and to be worded "All nominations
shall be in writing and with the consent of the nominee ."

3 . That the Hinde amendment be rejected .
4 . Thai the Curator establish a library open to all members and an amount not

to exceed $100 be made available for that purpose .

A motion to accept Part 1 was made by Mr . Bolz, seconded by Mr . Barth, and passed
unanimously .

A motion to accept Part 2 was made by Mr . Freeman, seconded by Mr . Barnett, and
passed with one dissenting vote .

A motion to reject the Hindf amendment was made by Mr . H . Ford, seconded by Mr .
Barth, and the motion (to reject) was passed with 5 dissenting votes .

A motion to establish a library was made by Mr . Kurtz, seconded by Mr . Barth,
and passed unanimously .

The afternoon session was declared adjourned at 1 :35 p .m., and the decks were
cleared for the floor auction .

Respectfully submitted,

DONALD N . MAZEAU, Secretary .

LOOKING BACK AT THE C!iICAGO CONVENTION =
By Joel Reznick, Convention Chairman

By the time Grant and I arrived at the hotel on Friday at 10 :30 a .m., there were
already about ten members busily trading in the Envoy Room . Ue set up our registra-
tion table and began checking people in . Actually tie didn't finish registering people
until about 2 p.m. Then I got a few chances to do some buying and swapping of my own .
Although we couldn't stay for long, Ben Odesser out in an appearance at the afternoon
swap session and, although lie didn't register either, our austere census keeper, Har-
old Ford, uas with us . It was good to see so many familiar faces from all over the
country and, as usual, many members brought their wives and children with then .

The business session is a matter of record so I don't think any mention is neces-
sary here, but the auction in the afternoon was interesting and quite long, with auc-
tioneer Larry Freeman going the whole 323-lot route himself and doing his usual fine
job . Among the big multiples paid for tokens was a i1Y 790 E which went for 36 tikes
its Atwood price of 25* ($9 .00)! As you can see in the prices realized list, there
were good buys and some not so .

The banquet was just about as fine as anyone would want . The food was just de-
licious (even Joe Allis said it was great) and George "rambles, our guest speaker
(who is the Operating Manager of the Chicago Transit Authority) gave one of the most

informative talks it has ever been my pleasure to hear . In addition, the slides he
showed were most interesting and many were unique . Ritterband was his usual glib
self and was generous in his praise of John Coffee for his continued service to our
hobby, and in recognition of that esteem presented John with a silver-plated spike
from a railyoadbed in California . Bob R . also praised the efforts of U .V .C . in prep-

aration of a line convention .
When all is said and done, I thin :: tae tour was one of the best we have had in

recent years . The Illinois Railway Museum with its 26 acres and 110 moving pieces,
and a 100-plus year-old station (given to them by the Chicago Fz North Western RR for
$1) was just a ball . Riding on an old interurban car, one of the old Chicago street
cars (#144 which Charlie :Coenig used to drive) and the huge cars o the Chicago $
North Western RR interurban, along with the old steam loco and day cars and even an
observation car--boy, did we have a great time! Even the bus ride out to the museum
and back was fun, with the new innovation that people who were flying out or taking
the train back home were let out, with their baggage, at the airport or Grand Central
Station, while the rest of us made our way back to the Sheraton-Blac:stone .

We all had a great time--but remember, next year is Denver . See you all there!
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= THE A.V.A. CONVENTION AT CHICAGO =

By Ralph Hinde

Well, the 1972 A .V .A . Convention is over . There were 42 members and 7 guests
registered in attendance . Joel Reznick and Grant Schmalgemeier deserve all the praise
showered upon them--they did a darn fine job . Accordingly things went along smoothly .
Larry Freeman handled the auction again in his own way--which is very good . Ile does
keep it going in rapid fire style . A couple of tokens Larry got working on were Iowa
380 1! going for $59 .00 ; Pa 400 U at $30 .00 ; Wash 710 B at $34 ; Ill 100 A at $13 ; Ill
150 I at $18 . Others were within reasonable limits .

The tour took us to the Illinois Railway Museum at Union, Ill ., and our newest
token had to be shown to the conductor in lieu of a purchased ticket for the trolley
rides . While vie were there they ran a few of the trolleys back and forth over their
lines . Unfortunately they had a bit of trouble with the coupler on the steam engine .
By the time it was ready to take off, we had to pull our members out of the cars as
it was time for us to start back to Chicago . So we only saw it run and couldn't ride
in the cars behind it . Like many another railroad museum there is so much restora-
tion work yet to be done . Tine does take its toll on this equipment and vandalism is
an even worse problem . The workers do wonders with the little money they have. In-
cidentally the tour token is a real beauty and well worth showing off in a display .

Tony Gibbons got jinxed . Ile tripped and fell to the sidewalk, getting quite a
bang on the side of his head . An unknown Good Samaritan took him to a hospital where
he got fixed up . That night Tony got trapned in a hotel elevator (no damage to Tony
this time) . But a man and a woman in the elevator were very much upset . Bells star-
ted ringing, fists were pounding, screams were screaming. it turned out that it was
the hotel manager and his wife, and he was threatening to discharge everybody if they
didn't get aim out real quick . But our Tony took it like a veteran . Good man, that
Tonv_!

Only complaint heard at any time was "Where are all our many other vecturists?"
Chicago is a fairly central location and more members should have made the effort .
As it was, the farthest travelers were Coffee from Tacoma and Ritter'band from Los
Angeles .

For the first time all seven Executive '_3oard members met in person at a conven-
tion . That deserves special mention because there has always been at least one or
more missing. But only 42 members registered out of a roster of over 600--rather a
low percentage. Make up for it next year in Denver . Maybe you should start making
your plans now.

:x~axa

- Reprinted from Neva New6

= SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA COLLECTORS =

It's always fair weather when good vecturists get together! Such was tae case
again on Sunday, September 17, when : :embers of the California Association of Token
Collectors gathered for their traditional "away from L .A ." meeting at Miller's home
in Costa Mesa, down in Orange County. We had wonderful weather for a very pleasant
afternoon, with a total of 21 collectors and family guests on hand .

Members present included Atwood, Barnes, Crusen, Callaghar, Kubach, Manning,
Miller, Ritterband, Claire Smith, Cordon Smith, Kenneth Smith, Ticknor, Ivillahan, and
Wolf .

During a brief business session a number of letters were reported from other
collectors across the country, who had enjoyed and appreciated our recent club ges-
ture of sending the newest "Token Topics" to everyone listed in the A .V .A . roster .
A feature of the day was the distribution of many Chicago facts and souvenirs iby

Robert Ritterband, our only local member able to journey there in August . Some of
his color slides taken at the convention were projected for the information and plea-
sure of all present .

Final club meeting for this year will be at the Ritterband home in Los Angeles
on Sunday afternoon, November 19 . All hobbyists from far and near are invited .



-Septett•ber 1972-
= CIVIC GOLD MINE : THE STORY OF DURAND BRIDGE _

By Gerald Johnson

It has been said and repeated by wags throughout the centuries that opportunity
knocks for any man if in the right place at the right time . Tiny Pepin County, Wis-
consin, was the right place in the late 1350's and the time was right as well . In
1850 the mighty Mississippi River on a southeasterly course, and the Chippewa River
heading south and west sliced a rich farmland pie that embraced four full Wisconsin
counties to the south without a river crossings

In 1357 a ferry service across the Chippewa River was inaugurated at what is now
the site of Durand where a crude pole ferry was owned and operated by Jacob Kuhn and
John Schell . In 1860 the ferry passed into the hands of Sol Crosby who "modernized"
the operation by using a two-horse tread mill to power the crossing of the thousand-
foot wide Chippewa . The horse-driven ferry changed hands several times in the years
that followed and was finally converted to a steam-driven boat by Messrs . Carlisle
and Smith . H .R . Smith bought out his partner and operated the ferry until 1884 when
the first toll bridge was constructed by the Chippewa Bridge Company at a cost of
$17,000 . The toll bridge was a grand structure built of wood and iron with a full
length of 1,240 feet . The four spans were 200 feet each with a 100-foot clear draw
spanning 225 feet . Of the total $17,000 cost, the fledgling city of Durand raised
a whopping $ 3,000 by subscription . The toll charges were stiff : 25C for teams or
40C both ways . Foot passengers were tagged 5C each .

With a nine-county captive clientel the toll bridge was a money-maker from the
start; however the thrifty owners preferred cash in hand to preventive repair and
maintenance and the bridge by 1900 was becoming a bit shaky .

In the spring of 1902 construction of a new "City Steel Bridge" was begun and
completed that fall . It, too, was a toll bridge . However, crossing after 8 p .m.
was free for Durand citizens and travelers alike . The new "City Steel Bridge" was
only in operation four years when high winds flattened the old wooden 1884 toll bridge
on September 11, 1906 .

The city-owned bridge was constructed at a cost of $33,000 and was roughly the
same dimension and architecture type as the 1884 wooden toll bridge, the 326-foot
draw being the main advantage . It had four 200-foot spans and was looked upon with
tremendous civic pride . As the H.l4.oIJ o6 b'u c2o and Pepin Counttee puts it:

"This bridge has been of the greatest advantage to the people and
merchants of Durand . There is no other crossing place lower down
the Chippewa River, and people desiring to get by automobile from
the Mississinpi River towns below the mouth of the Mississippi to
those above, and vice versa, must pass through Durand . This
brings to the city tourists who patronize the hotels and advertise
its advantages, and business men who spend considerable money here .
Much riral trade is also brought from the westward ."

Although the "City Steel Bridge" was far from pretentious with a meager 16-foot road-
way, and no pedestrian walk, the city's $33,000 investment was repaid many time over
during the next 35 years . When at last it became outdated in the late 1930's, the
Durand Courier .fledge carried this nostalgic item :

"The old toll bridge was turned over to the state July 1, 1937, when
it became a free bridge . At a special election in the City of Dur-
and June 15, 1937, the vote was 750 in favor of turning over the
bridge to the state and 154 against. The bridge brought in a siz-
able toll but it was getting into such condition that replacement
could not long be delayed . Also toll bridges were passing out in
many places ."

In 1939 Wisconsin Governor Julius Heil opened bids for a new highway bridge at
Durand at a cost of $225,156 . The approach alone called for $25,000 worth of dirt
removal, or nearly as much as the total cost of the 1902 City Steel Bridge . The free
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highway bridge remains today and though 110 years and a millennium of water has passed
the Durand bridges, the Mississippi Chippewa stranglehold on the area remains . Only
three Mississippi and three Chippewa crossings exist and most vehicular traffic fun-
nels into the huge Interstate 94, 30 miles north of Durand . As in the case of the
numerous ferry boats on the Black River of Wisconsin, the ferry operators of the
Chippewa disdained the use of tokens . The tokens of the City Steel Bridge remain in
four varieties and two types .

Over the years the supply of one-way Durand Bridge tokens has nicely met the col-
lector demand, with several veteran A .V.A. members holding substantial supplies of the
170 B,C, and D .

The 170 A round trip token has remained census, though in 1965 a small hoard of
five pieces was uncovered in Durand (including one uncirculated piece) . It would
appear the bulk of the round trip tokens were destroyed years ago and will remain
scarce, a challenge to A .V .A . members in the years to come .

xr.ierrb

= NOTES ON AN AUGUST VACATION =
By Harold V . Ford

Things started off on a high note . The first place I checked for tokens after
arriving in Kansas City I found an old unlisted celluloid from New Albany, Indiana,
which is listed in this issue . Checking for car wash tokens in the Kansas City area,
I found only a few locations that used them and they were manufacturers' or chain
stock tokens . Hence no new listings .

I left for the Chicago convention on August 9 from Kansas City and visited Ore
Vacketta that evening . Sorry Joe Pernicano could not make it to Danville and the
get-together . On Thursday, August 10, 1 made it into Chicago . Visited three parking
token locations and connected on two . Spent the evening at the Blackstone Hotel vis-
iting with some of the early arrivals .

Friday the convention began with the usual swap meet, and I picked up a few good-
ies for the collection . Saturday was the business meeting which was a quiet one .
Congratulations to President Bob . The afternoon auction was much too long due to many
semi-common tokens therein . Larry Freeman did an excellent job as auctioneer .

Unfortunately I had to leave early and return to Kansas City Sunday morning, so
I missed the tour . Joe and Grant should be congratulated for a prime convention-

I made a trip to southern Kansas and found in Chanute an unlisted car wash tok-
en . In Wichita J .W . Baum reported only stock tokens had been used there .

Three times in August I visited the location that once used Kans 3775 A . I fin-
ally caught the right man and managed to get a few of that difficult issue which has
been obsolete for several years .

I had hoped to see Greene, Hunt, and Schumacher in Kansas City, and Flood in
Abilene, for token trading, but unfortunately had to spend the end of my vacation in
the V .A . Hospital in Leavenworth, so I hope they will forgive me .

= SOMETHING NEW AND BLUE =

It isn't likely that you ever saw any blue hotcakes! However there is something
new and blue on the market, in that same size and shape, which are selling like the
proverbial hotcakes . We are speaking of A.V .A.'s new Emblem. Decals .

These transfers are 3" in diameter, printed in rich blue ink on a white back-
ground, and are useful for windshields, luggage, den walls, hobby cases and so on .
They were first introduced at the Chicago convention, where the initial batch was
quickly acquired by eager members . More copies are now available from Toby Frisbee,
A .V .A . Treasurer (211 King St . - Denver, CO 80219) at only 20c each or 5 for $1 .00
(+ large SAE) . They are handsomely made and easy to apply. Every member should order
a few of these decals while the supply lasts . Display our emblem (the trolley car
AVA seal), and signal to the world your support of our association .
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= THE DELAWARE RIVER BRIDGE LINE _

By Paul J . Schlock

The Delaware River Bridge Line began operations at 5 :00 a .m ., Sunday, June 7,
1936, when the first regular scheduled train left Broadway Station in Camden, N .J .
Thirty-two and a half years later, it passed down Memory Lane on December 29, 1968 .
However, this was not the end of high speed third-rail service over the Delaware River
Bridge, now known as the Benjamin Franklin Bridge, as it was replaced on January 4,
1969, by the new Philadelphia-Lindenwold High Speed Line .

The original line built by the Delaware River Joint Commission at a cost of ten
million dollars was operated by the Philadelphia Rapid Transit Co . (PRT) under lease
as an integral part of their 4'-3s" gauge Broad Street, Ridge Avenue, Eight Street
Subway system . There was no physical connection between it and Market Street-Frank-
ford sybway-elevated line which is 5'-2R" gauge .

Twenty-six cars No . 1001-1026 were built by the J .G. Brill Company in 1936 for
the new line . These cars were equipped with Commonwealth type 50951-1 trucks with
four 105 HP Westinghouse 300-volt motors No . WE 555A1 . They seated 67 passengers on
green leather unholstered seats . Operators' cabs were located at each end of every
car . The exterior color scheme was dark blue and silver, the interior two-tone green
and ivory .

A ride on the line was literally a "sky ride" high above the Delaware River as
the bridge crossing afforded passengers an unobstructed view up or down the river as
the tracks were located outside of the heavy girders. It was a rewarding view day or
night . There were four stations, two in each city . Broadway station in Camden was
adjacent to the Pennsylvania-Reading Seashore Lines station of the same name . It was
on the street level with an escalator connecting it with the train platform . It was
decorated in tan and slate tile . City Hall station, Camden, was under 5th Street be-
tween Cooper and Arch Streets, and the tile was dark blue . In Philadelphia, the
first stop was Franklin Square between 6th and 7th Streets, just above Race . The
tile was green and white . The Philadelphia terminus was at 8th & Market, decorated
in red and white . Two escalators connected the train level with the mezzanine .

Trains operated on a four-minute headway during morning and evening rush hours,
and service was provided over a 24-hour day . Late night trains made connections with
the Ridge Avenue and Broad Street subways in both directions .

Power was furnished by the Philadelphia Electric Co . to operate the western half
of the line, and by the Public Service Co . of New Jersey to operate the eastern half .
In case of power interruption, the entire line could be operated from either source .

The fare leaving Camden was 10¢ cash . Eastbound leaving Philadelphia, it was
the 71i PRT token (Pa 750 AA) or 8¢ cash to begin the trip, and a 2q¢ bridge token
(NJ 115 C) when arriving in Camden . The bridge tokens were sold at 2 for 5t in Cam-
den . A 3a exchange ticket was sold in Camden also, to afford transfer to certain bus
or trolley lines in Philadelphia . After the Philadelphia Transportation Co . (PTC)
took over the PRT on January 1, 1940, NJ 115 D E F and G tokens were used with the
corresponding Philadelphia tokens which replaced the old PRT 750 AA . With the passing
of the "Bridge Line" in 1968 all the I4J 115 tokens C to G inclusive, became obsolete
as the Lindenwold Line does not use tokens of any kind .

Two other tokens issued by the Delaware River Joint Commission were used initi-
ally on the bridge for auto tolls . Only a small number of these (NJ 115 A and B)
were issued as when the fare was received by the toll collector, he handed a token to
the motorist who immediately put it in a hand register held by the collector . Hence
the tokens never left the toll collector's jurisdiction .

The two types differed only on the reverse where A bore a twelve-pointed star,
and B a six-pointed one .

Bob Knobloch of St . Paul is an example of real determination and dedication to the
hobby . Shortly after the Chicago Convention he drove to Chicago, parked his car, and
hired a taxicab for eight hours, to drive him all over Chicago looking for parking
tokens for his collection . We hope he found lots of them .
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= IJORTH EASTERN VECTURIST ASSOCIATION =

By Ralph ininde

The Grand Central Coin Convention, hosted by the Long Island Coia Club, Will uc
held at tae Americana Ilotel, :3roadwway v 52nd Street, New York City, on Noveriber 2,3,
4, and S . The North Eastern Vecturist Association 'has been invited by their chair-
man, Vincent Alones, to narticinate by ):holdin'; an extra special session on Friday
nighit, Iloveiaber 3, at 7 :30 n .m .

At this writing, no special nrogralh has been outlined for the evenin'

	

However,
it is expected Chat for the benefit of those neuco`.:ers to this hobby 'Illo ;Iron in there
-ill be a short discussion on transit tokens in •; enoral . tie will offer to attribute
anybody's tokens (within a reasonable quantity, of course) .

1.'it'h the Atwood Catalogue on eland we car. -rove to outsiders the enormous sco")e
and value of this Look, as well as the extreme necessity _`or collectors to !lave it OIL
hand, not only as an innortant and good looking addition to t : :cir libraries, but also
as a required tool of the hobby . A shall display of tokens will be -r_asented to show
various saunles oz our collectin ; specialty .

This session dill in no !lay interfere with or replace iJEVA's presently scheduled
10th Anniversary :hini-convention on November 11 at the Picadilly lintel in New York .
This will be an extra meeting for all neonle interested in transit tokens, whether
they are vecturist association ne!hbers or not . ,y this means we hone to gain for Vie
AVA and :JEVA greater exnosure to the general coin collecting fraternity, and thereby
brim ;Lore new blood into our specialized branch of nu)nisiatics . Everyone is invited
to cone and help promote our hobby . It's free - no admission 61arge .

= EMPRESA AGRICOLA DE PALPA TOKENS OF PERU =
By Elwin C . Leslie

In the March 1972 FARE BOX in Kenneth Smith's listing of World Transportation
Tokens appeared two tokens of the Empresa Agricola de Palpa Ferro-Carril y Muelle de
Chancay . A request was made for more information . The following is some information
I have on these :

A concession for the Chancay-Palpa Railroad was granted in 1872 . The road was
both constructed and opened to traffic in 1375 . It was a short line, running from
Chancay (a port town about 50 miles from Lima, P3ru) 25 kilometers to the Hacienda of
Palpa . It was owned by the Empresa Agricola de Palpa (Agricultural Enterprise of
Palpa), who owned the Hacienda of Palpa . The railroad and pier were operated by a
subsidiary of that company, called Empresa del FerrocarriI y Muelle de Chancay
(Chancay Railroad and Pier Enterprise) . By 1922 the road owned 3 locomotives, 5 pas-
senger cars, 17 freight cars and 1 steamboat . A year or two after 1922 the line
ceased to operate and since then has been idle . The usual denominations for Peruvian
work tokens of this period was 5,10,20, sometimes 30 and 50 centavos . I have no in-
formation as to the use of the Palpa tokens, but in the sbsence of such words as
PRIMERA, SEGUNDA, la, 2a, PASAJE, etc ., I feel that the tokens may have been used as
work tokens on the railroad, pier or even the steamer . As a matter of interest, in
my collection is a 20 centavos vermilion vulcanite token issued by the owner of the
Hacienda of Palpa . The wording is PAGARA EN LA HACIENDA DE PALPA 20 CENT . CEFERINO
ELGUERA . From the design and fabric of the token I would judge it to be in the 1875-
1900 era .

-September 1972-

= PRICES REALIZED IN BERNARD WEISBURGH'S SPRING AUCTIONS (MAIL) =

Neb 540 0 $8 .60 ; Pa 750 G 11 .20 ; i'Y 630 Lb not pierced 25 .50 ; Tenn 430 E 30 .00 ; [1Va

390 J 25 .00 ; Ia )50 A 18 .00; Iowa 150 B 5 .00 ; Mo 350 C $12, 350 D $15 ; N 890 C $50 ;

Pa 15 F 2 .50 ; Timetable G $2 ; Conn 320 A $25 . Some bids were reduced
next highest bid .

to 10% over the
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= NEWl FINDS =

Over the summer I did pick up some information on various new finds of rare to-
kens . But I wrote the stuff on scraps of paper, many of which have managed to disa-
ppear in all my comings and goings . In any case . David Schenkman picked up a beauty
right in the Editor's back yard : at a Boston flea market he found Illinois 150 F,
the very rare Chicago Street Carette token for "The Fair" department store--which, by
the way, is still going strong . David also recently obtained an interesting unpunched
solid of Ky 510 AV--but this token has no apostrophe in "Bells" while the ones with
the bell cut out of the center have the apostrophe . It would appear, then, that we
have a rare pattern here, or possibly even a token that was used briefly during the
war . Does anyone know of any other 510 AV's without the apostrophe--with or without
the bell-sc?

A number of previously unknown census tokens were showing up at the Chicago
Convention, as various collectors clandestinely showed their prizes to others . One
nice one that we didn't know about was a Cal if 745 A, that was swapped from one mem-
ber to another. Unfortunately I was so busy I didn't have time to make notes on all
the rarities I saw .

Every once in a while a token which was previously quite scarce, or even rare,
shows up in quantity . Usually if it's an AVA member who finds the hoard he will re-
port the news and offer them for sale reasonably . But occasionally this is not the
case . In any event, David Schenkman reports that Calif 435 B, the brass Lodi token
which lists at a dollar, is apparently very common . A West Coast firm recently of-
fered David 3,800 of Calif 435 B at 20¢ apiece . So don't pay a big price for that
one .

Another rarity that has shown up recently--that is, we know that there are sev-
eral of them around all of a sudden--is Kans 970 A, so go slow on that one, too .

Frequently we find Calif 760 I in auctions . Once a census token, this is now
very common . The Navy sold a huge quantity of them to collectors at a very low
price . The Catalogue price of 250 is the most you should pay for this item .

If you've acquired from a non-AVA source any census token recently, please
write the Editor and share your good fortune--or, rather, the news of your good for-
tune--with the rest of us . It keeps our hopes up!

= A LETTER TO THE EDITOR FROM SOL HALPERN =

Many ads have come throuah The Fare Sox in the two years that I have been a
member . Quite a few state they have hundreds, or thousands, to sell, trade, etc .
Why not have some of these generous collectors send some of these to a central depot
for use of a better word, where newcomers like myself could trade, buy, etc ., for a
fraction above catalogue?

Let the A .V.A . make the profit out of what's sold . Many of these ads are from
business concerns, selling at high profits above catalogue price . By the tune you
write, find out their »rice, etc ., someone else's deal has fallen by the wayside .

Let's try to keen this a fun game . The guys in business could swap amongst
thenselves .

n***r

= CORRECTIONS TO THE LIST OF VECTURIST PERSONAL TOKENS =

14-C : change metal from brass to aluminum .
171-A : change size from 38mm to 32mm .
266-13 : add to obverse : "Illinois Trade Checks Wanted - Please Help"
341-A : change size L color from 3<3mm blue to 32mm red .
440-A : add notation - (there are 2 vars ., plain (300), and reeded (200) edges) .

434-A : change number from 484 to 498 .
601-A : change metal from aluninurn to brass .
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= PRICES P?EALIZEU AT THE CHICAGO A .V.A . COUVEIJTION AUCTION =

(LL&t 06 tokens in June 6 Juey ti44ueb o4 The FaAe Box)

1 $4 .25 I 58 $6 .60 115

	

$0.75 172 11 .10 229 $0 .45
2 3 .25 59 .50 116

	

.25 173 1 .10 230 .55
3 2 .60 60 nb 117

	

3.75 174 .75 231 4 .00
4 3 .50 61 1 .00 118

	

13.00 175 11,50 232 6 .00
5 nb 62 .15 119

	

.75 176 7 .50 233 1 .80
6 nb 63 .60 120

	

.60 177 4 .00 234 1 .25
7 nb 64 nb 121

	

.75 178 nb 235 2 .55
8 nb 65 nb 122

	

.60 179 3 .00 236 nb
9 .25 66 2 .50 123

	

.55 180 35 .20 237 5 .00
10 1 .00 67 .40 124

	

.31 181 4 .95 238 3.50
11 1 .87 68 1 .25 125

	

.30 182 7 .70 239 3 .50
12 1 .87 69 1 .00 126

	

.50 183 3 .50 240 3 .50
13 1 .87 70 5 .90 127

	

.75 184 3.50 241 3 .50
14 1 .42 71 2 .50 128

	

.75 185 3.50 242 3 .50
15 .75 72 1 .60 129

	

3.00 186 1 .65 243 3 .50
16 1 .06 73 2 .50 130

	

.45 187 3.30 244 1 .00
17 .55 .74 5 .50 131

	

.35 188 7 .15 245 1 .25
18 2 .00 75 .60 132

	

4.40 189 1 .25 246 1 .25
19 2 .78 76 6 .25 133

	

1 .75 190 2 .65 247 2 .75
20 3 .65 77 7 .50 134

	

1 .00 191 nb 248 1 .00
21 3 .00 78 .85 135

	

.35 192 .55 249 5.00
22 .55 79 .40 136

	

.60 193 nb 250 .50
23 .65 80 .50 137

	

.25 194 .50 251 .60
24 .55 31 .40 138

	

.55 195 1 .00 252 3.75
25 2 .35 82 .35 139

	

.20 196 1 .00 253 nb
26 2 .40 83 .45 140

	

.55 197 1 .00 254 .25
27 nb 84 .40 141

	

.50 198 2 .25 255 4 .25
28 .35 85 .75 142

	

nb 199 (removed) 256 11 .55
29 2 .40 86 4 .00 143

	

4.00 200 2 .75 257 1 .25
30 2 .00 87 1 .10 144

	

1 .15 201 2 .75 258 12 .50
31 1 .50 88 .60 145

	

.55 202 1 .85 259 12 .50
32 1 .95 89 .35 146

	

.90 203 1 .85 260 22 .50
33 .65 90 1 .95 147

	

1 .10 204 2 .35 261 nb
34 .60 91 1 .45 148

	

4.75 205 2 .35 262 nb
35 1 .17 92 1,59 149

	

.35 206 2 .10 263 2 .50
36 1 .17 93 .40 i 150

	

9.00 207 2 .10 264 .40
37 .50 94 ,40 151

	

6.00 208 2 .10 265 nb
38 1 .50 95 1 .40 152

	

.95 209 2 .25 266 nb
39 .50 96 6 .35 153

	

.80 210 1 .80 267 nb
40 13 .00 97 .38 154

	

.75 211 .46 268 .25
41 2 .25 98 .40 155

	

1 .25 212 3 .95 269 nb
42 19 .25 99 .80 156

	

1 .25 213 1 .00 i 270 25 .00
43 .85 100 .60 157

	

17 .10 214 .65 271 3.50
44 .90 101 7 .90 158

	

2 .00 215 .55 272 10 .00
45 .85 102 6.75 15'.?

	

.25 216 nb 273 .75
46 1 .75 103 5 .10 160

	

.25 217 2 .50 274 1 .00
47 .25 104 5 .15 161

	

2 .25 213 3 .00 275 2 .75
48 .25 105 .45 162

	

.40 219 nb 276 1 .30
49 nb 106 3 .25 163

	

7.45 220 1 .75 277 1 .50
50 .40 107 4 .75 164

	

1 .00 221 2.25 278 3 .25
51 8 .60 108 3 .75 165

	

1 .00 222 34 .00 279 1 .25
52 8 .00 109 6 .95 166

	

1 .25 223 1 .50 280 2 .60
53 4 .70 110 .25 167

	

1 .65 224 1 .25 281 2 .60
54 6 .25 111 .35 168

	

1 .25 225 nb 282 2 .60
55 59 .00 112 .55 169

	

2 .80 226 nb 283 nb
56 .60 113 .45 170

	

2.30 227 1 .50 284 1 .35
57 .35 114 1 .25 i 171

	

1 .10 228 .50 285 1 .50



= SEPTEMBER NEW ISSUES SERVICE REPORT =
By John G. Nicolosi

Another convention is now behind us and we're already looking forward to the
next one in Denver in 1973 . I hone I can make it! Meanwhile the 1972 convention to-
ken has been nailed to all members of the New Issues Service (I11 150 Alf), with the
exception of those that didn't have enough money in their accounts to cover it . If
you don't have at least $3 .58 in your account you didn't get the token . If you want
it please build up your account . This sterling silver token, struck by the Franklin
Mint, is expected to be sold out very soon as only 500 were struck, and there are
lots of non-members who collect Franklin flint items . Thanks to Joel Reznick for
making these convention tokens availabl to us .

As this is Sentember aad opening-of-school time, it is likely that new school
tokens will be issued . Keep an eye open for new school tokens -From your cities and
report them to Ralph Freiberg if you learn of any .

We only have one token so far for October, but several others are pending, and
with luck I'll have several to send out soon .

This month I wish to welcome to our flegular membership roll (from Associate)
Mr. 1' . Olson of Livonia, Michigan .

pre ff f

= THE COLUMBIA CONSTRUCTION COMPANY TOKEN - WASH 5 E _
By Harold V . Ford

Columbia Construction Company which, among other projects helped build the
Bonneville Dam, had a plant engaged in heavy construction on the south side of the
opening of Grays Harbor, Wash . This plant was active early in the 20th Century,
then closed down and was reactivated during the depression of the 1930's . The cen-
ters of population and labor were on the north side of Grays Harbor, Hoquiam and Ab-
erdeen being the principal cities .

Several years ago I obtained a token that was good for "One Way Transportation
for Grays Harbor North Jerry, Employee of Columbia Construction Company." Informa-
tion I have obtained indicates that workers at the Columbia Construction Company were
picked up by railroad at Hoquiam and Aberdeen, and taken west out to the jetty where
they were ferried by barges south to the Columbia Construction Company. These tokens
obviously were used for the return trip also .

Since Columbia Construction Company was active in two different periods I had
to check the token with two different collectors, and learned that the die work was
definitely of the 1930's period, when the PWA or WPA work projects were operated by
the federal government at Columbia Construction Company .

So this issue is a ferry token: train from Aberdeen and Hoquiam to north jetty,
a town now known as Ocean Shores ; then a ferry to south side where the Columbia Con-
struction Company was located .

refsff

Syd Joseph nepanta that the ethange £ettena on Cot-o 860 A and B stand bon C .P .

Tngata (on eouLd it b e "Tnea to"?) . Thi a was the ownert o b the stneetcan Line.
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286 $1 .82 294 $0 .25 302 $0 .40 310 $0 .85 317 $0.20
287 nb 295 1 .25 303 1 .50 311 6 .50 318 .25
288 1 .10 296 .75 304 1 .25 312 5 .25 319 1 .25
289 .45 297 .25 305 2 .25 313 1 .00 320 2 .30
290 1 .50 298 2 .00 306 8 .00 314 1 .00 321 .20
291 .65 299 4 .25 307 9 .00 315 .75 Tenn 430 1 21 .00
292 nb 300 5 .75 308 1 .50 316 .20 Wis 510 I 8 .50
293 1 .05 301 2 .65 309 .25
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SEPTEMBER SUPPLEMENT TO ATWOOD'S CATALOGUE _

By Ralph Freiberg

CALIFORNIA
Long Beach 445
z

	

PACIFIC ELECTRIC MERRY GO ROUND LONG BEACH GOOD FOR 1 RIDEk o A 38 Sd

	

Meet Me at the Merry Go Round

HAFWAI I
Miscellaneous 1000 (Reported by Duane Feisel and Don Punshon)

BUDGET RENT-A-CAR VALUE 1 .00 IN TRADE MAUI
A A 32 Sd

	

Limit 1 Per Budget Car Rental Redeemable on Maui

ILLINOIS
Unioa 855

-September 1972-

$5 .00

(Reported by Chicago Convention Committee)

Ontario 865 A B [listed August FBI - change "Hamilton" to HALTON County .
Unidentified 31A (page 621 Atwood) - change reverse to (Same as obverse) ; not blank .

= NOTES BY RALPH FREIBERG =

The Long Beach merry-go-round token was reported to John Coffee sore time ago,
by means of a rubbing (which indicates a badly pitted token), but he doesn't remember
who reported it . Obviously a very old token .

i

1972 CONVENTION CHICAGO - AUGUST 11-12-13 (A .V.A . SEAL)
A o Sv 26 Sd Good For One Fare Illinois Railway Museum Tour

3 .50Union, Illinois August 13 (reeded edge)

INDIANA
New Albany 680 (Reported by Harold V . Ford)

NE'J ALBANY STR. R'Y . CO. ONE FARE
7 .50E o Cc 22 Sd (Streetcar) (3 stars)

Terre Haute 890 (Reported by J . Pernicano)

.25
CITY OF TERRE HAUTE (BUS, type 3)

F II 23 Sd

	

Good For One Fare (bus)

IOWA
Blencoe 80 (Reported by John Coffee)

BLENCOE FERRY BLENCOE, IOS/A .
A o B Oc Sd

	

Good For 54 Rebate (22mm) 7 .50
B o B Oc Sd

	

"

	

" 250 Rebate (25mm) 7 .50

PENNSYLVANIA .
Monongahela 655 (Reported by Ferdinand R . Wise)

2 .00
CONTI & RUE BUS LINE 50

A o B 20 Sd

	

Good ror 50 in Trade
(Used from about 1918 to 1948]

WASHINGTON
Aberdeen 5

.z'o A 24 Pc

(Reported by Harold V . Ford)
ONE WAY TRANSPORTATION FOR GRAYS HARBOR NORTH JETTY
EMPLOYEE OF THE COLUMBIA CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

(blank) 2 .00

UNIDENTIFIED (Reported by David Schenkman)

126 B 24 Sd
GOOD FOR ONE RIDE 10

10

CORRECTION
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The Miscellaneous token of Hawaii was used five to ten years ago . Several col-

lectors reported it, and it was the consensus of the Catalogue Committee that it
should be listed . Its use is self-evident .

The AVA Convention Tour token is struck in sterling silver by Franklin Mint, and
500 were made . The high price of the token was necessitated by its being made of sil-
ver . It's a beautiful token . The new issues service handles most convention tokens,
but some members of N .I .S . don't have a sufficient balance of $3 .50 to pay for the

convention token . If you didn't receive the token, check your balance . Unsold tokens
will be returned to the Convention Committee by the New Issues Service . John Nicolosi
still has some of the 1971 Seattle Convention tokens for sale, if anyone still needs
that one .

Harold Ford found the New Albany celluloid--one of the nicest tokens discovered
in years--in a Kansas City coin shop, and bought it for a song . As his wife Louise
said later, "Hal was riding on a cloud when he came home that day ."

The previous token from Terre Haute, Inu .--390 E--was reported back in 1959, and
it was unusual in that it still had the Type 42 bus on it, even though most tokens
made since 1953 have had the Type #3 bus on them. Apparently just recently they nee-
ded an additional supply of tokens and had another small quantity made . This new 890
F was lade since the City of Terre Haute took over the bus line . Prior to the muni-
cipal takeover, the operating company at Terre Haute also owned the bus line in
Springfield, Ohio, and some of the l6mm Springfield tokens (Ohio 830 F) were also used
in Terre Haute . The N .I .S . has been unable to obtain a supply of the Ohio 890 F tok-
ens, but some collectors have been able to get one by writing the company and sending
250 +SAE . However they company has frequently sent the old token, 890 E, instead of
the new one so be sure to specify the one that says "City of Terre Haute" on it .

Mr . Coffee obtained one of the Blencoe, Iowa, ferny tokens about 3 years ago,
and then got the other one last year . Ile was uncertain what use the tokens were put
to, in view of the unusual reverse inscription . But after considerable correspond-
ence with parties in Blencoe, he has learned that these tokens were used in the usual
manner of fare tokens . The "50 rebate" simply meant that the token was good for 50
payment toward ferry transportation--i .e ., it was good for 50 off the fare, or 250
off the fare--or if 250 was the entire fare it was goo(, for the full payment . This
is precisely the way all ferry tokens have peen used . The ferry operated across the
Missouri River between Iowa and Nebraska, near where the present Decatur-Onawa Bridge
is situated . Exact dates of use of the tokens are uncertain, but all evidence indi-
cates they were used prior to World War I, probably around 1910 .

The Company that issued the Monongahela token was operated by Joseph Conti, Sr .,

and James Alex Rue, Sr . It began operations in 1918 and ceased in 1956 . Upon the
death of the two seniors sometime around 1936 the sons of the two operators took over
operation of the line . Joseph Conti, Jr ., is no longer in the area, but James Alex
Rue, Jr ., operates an antique business in Sunnyside and through him the token was ob-
tained, along with the history of the line . A search is being made for additional
tokens, but it's unlikely any more can be found as they were sold for scrap around
1948 when the line stopped using tokens and went to a straight cash fare .

Harold Ford picked up the token listed from Aberdeen, Wash ., sometime back, and
we had no idea that it was . He got it at a coin show from a dealer who claimed he
had several others at home, but then never found them . At least one or two other
collectors also came up with this item at the time Harold found his . After consider-
able investigation Harold found some information about the token, which is elsewhere
in this issue .

David Schenkman found the unidentified token a few months back . It appears to be
an old token, and David insists it was struck by a Baltimore firm, judging from the
die work on it. But it will take a miracle to find a home for this one .

On page 104 of the August 1972 Fare Box we mentioned a token, but there's also
an address on the token which we omitted : 114-116 S . Lawrence . so anyone getting to
Wichita could check the present address and see if the firm is still in business .

Millard Wasczcak, Sr ., reports an unusual token to us . Whether it's an admission
token or something to ride in a caravan, I don't know . Here's the description :

CAR & CARRIAGE CARAVAN
FM 27 Sd

	

Admit One


